History of fireworks
fascination with the noise and color of fireworks continues...
Fireworks have been associated with Territory Day celebrations since self government was
attained on 1 July 1978.
Fireworks originated in China some 2,000 years ago. The most prevalent legend has it that
fireworks were discovered or invented by accident by a Chinese cook working in a field kitchen
who happened to mix charcoal, sulphur and saltpeter (all commonly found in the kitchen in
those days). The mixture burned and when compressed in an enclosure (a bamboo tube), the
mixture exploded.
Some sources suggest that fireworks may have originated in India, but in the October 18, 2003,
online edition of The Hindu, an Indian national newspaper, the Chinese are credited with the
discovery of gunpowder.
A Chinese monk named Li Tian, who lived near the city of Liu Yang in Hunan Province, is
credited with the invention of firecrackers about 1,000 years ago.
The firecrackers, both then and now, are thought to have the power to fend off evil spirits and
ghosts that are frightened by the loud bangs of the firecrackers. Firecrackers are used for such
purposes today at most events such as births, deaths and birthdays. Chinese New Year is a
particularly popular event that is celebrated with firecrackers to usher in the new year free of the
evil spirits.
Generally Marco Polo is credited with bringing the Chinese gunpowder back to Europe in the
13th century, although some accounts credit the Crusaders with bringing the black powder to
Europe as they returned from their journeys.
Italians were the first Europeans who used the black powder to manufacture fireworks.
Germany was the other European country to emerge as a fireworks leader along with Italy in the
18th century.
The English were also fascinated with fireworks. Fireworks became very popular in Great Britain
during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I.
The earliest settlers brought their enthusiasm for fireworks to this country. Firing of black
powder was used to celebrate holidays. This fascination with the noise and color of fireworks
continues today.

Let’s continue to celebrate Territory Day the safe way

