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While it’s easy to find humor in comparing this
book to the materials that are available to us

today, I feel that a bit of respect is to be
accorded to the author.  It’s amazing to see that
items that Bate described and illustrated nearly
four-hundred years ago are easily recognized
as being the ancestors of fireworks that we use
today. Mortars and aerial shells, line pigeons,

Catherine wheels, bottle rockets….this guy was
building this stuff before the Fourth of July

was even dreamed of.
I made this document available so that people
might learn a little bit more about the history

of their hobby, and maybe, they’ll learn
something they didn’t know before.

Thank you, Mr. Bate.




































































































